EUROREGION GLACENIS 


The Glacensis Euroregion was established in December 1996. Since that time, its structure has undergone significant changes. In the meantime we have opened up to new members. Currently 84 communities on the Czech side are members of the Euro-region. 


On the Polish side on 26 September 2000 the District Court in Świdnica registered the Association of Polish Communities of the Glacensis Euroregion (Stowarzyszenie Gmin Polskich Euroregionu Glacensis). Which has now 32 members.


Among many reasons relating to e.g., mutual adjustment of Euroregion structures on thw two sides of our border as well as the adjustment of the Polish side to efficient administration of the Phare CBC Small Projects Fund, the main purpose was to open the Glacensis Euro-region to new member gminas which want to participate in cross-border co-operation.


Over the past few years we have managed to solve several basic problems associated with the principal goals of the Euroregion. It is nesessary to note the following achievements:

Creation of a system of 33 border crossing points, composed of:

· 7 road crossing points,

· 3 rail crossing points,

· 7 crossing points for light border traffic,

· 16 tourist crossing points.

We have established good contacts around the development of the peak of Orlica in the Orlickie Mountains. Co-operation in the area of the Śnieżnik Massif is intensified.

Land use plans for these two areas and the All Saints Mountain in Nowa Ruda have been prepared using funds from Phare CBC. In 2001 we began working out plans for the entire Euroregion associated with tourist signposts, bicycle and ski paths and trails and land use.

Other initiatives with respect to the Euroregion’s mission:

· Within the Euroregion there are 25 partnership agreements between local governements under which grassroots initiatives are carried out,

· The Office for Information on Croos-Border Co-operation has been opened in Nowa Ruda and Kłodzko,

· The Polish Czech Chamber of Industry and Commerce, with offices in Świdnica and Hradec Králové, has been established,

· “Ziemia Kłodzka” Press has published two maps of the Polish-Czech frontier in three languages: Polish, Czech and German,

· The Wałbrzych Economic Zone has been created in the borderland – it is composed of sub-zones in Kłodzko, Kudowa Zdrój, Nowa Ruda and Dzierżoniów 

· A series of training sessions on tourist attractions on the two sides of the border has been delivered for tourist information and promotion staff. Training activies are continued every year.

· Creation of a tourist product called “Polish Mountains” is planned in association with the Polish Tourist Organisation and the other Euroregions on the southern Polish border,

· A series of Polish-Czech brochures on the Euroregion’s attractions has been published. Co-operation with the Statistics Offices in Jelenia Góra and Hradec Kralove and Pardubice on the Czech side, enabled a publication with statistics and information entitled “Facts about the Glacensis Euroregion” (“Euroregion Glacensis – podstawowe informacje”).

· It is also worth mentioning three major investment projects co-funded by Phare CBC:
· In 1999 2,6 million euro were allocated from the Phare CBC programme for the project called: “Protection of the Upper Nysa Kłodzka River – construction of two new wastewater treatment plants for Bystrzyca and Międzylesie”.

· In the year 2000 2 million euro were granted to our Czech partners to finance their project “Modernisation of roads leading to the Mostowice – Orlické Zahoři border crossing point”,
· In 2001 our Czech partners received 2 million euro for the second stage of the road project in the Orlickie Mountains.
· In 2002 Polish side 2 million euro for the first stage of the road project in the Orlickie Mountains.
· In 2003 Polish side 2,3 million euro for the modernisation of road no. 8 Duszniki Zdrój – Lewin Kłodzki
Modernisation of the road network, border crossing points, development of tourism, or prevention of natural disasters are problems faced by every Euroregion.

Co-operation between Euroregions in the context of developing the entire Polish-Czech border areas is becoming increasingly closer. Besides numerous working-level contacs between individual secretariats, we organised the 1st Polish-Czech Euro-regions’ Forum in Racibórz and the Polish-Czech Frontier Forum in Duszniki Zdrój.

STRUCTURE AND ACTIVITIES OF THE EURO-REGION

The Glacensis Euroregion is one of the five Euroregions on the Polish-czech border.

In 1994 local governments on the Czech and Polish sides changed their views on the form of co-operation and began cosidering the need to establish an Euroregion called “Glacensis”. The proposed name has a historical background and comes from the medieval Latin name of the Kłodzko Valley. It was recognised as a proper name for the future cross-border association of local governments.

On 30 May 1994 the Assembly of Local Governments of Wałbrzych Voivodship adopted a resolution on initiating the procedure aimed at the establishment of the Glacensis Euroregion.
On 16 January 1996 in Rychnov nad Knĕžnou in the Czech Republic an agreement was concluded on the establishment of the Regional Association for Czech-Moravian-Kłodzko Region Cross-border Co-operation (Regionalne Stowarzyszenie do Spraw Współpracy Pogranicza Czech, Moraw i Ziemi Kłodzkiej). Since 9 March 1998 the Association has been operating as a partnership of cities and gminas “The Euroregion of the Czech-Moravian-Kłodzko Borderland – Glacensis Euroregion” (“Euroregion Pogranicza Czech, Moraw i Ziemi Kłodzkiej – Euroregion Glacensis”).

The Euroregion occupies an area of 4.853 km2 with a population of more than 1 080 000 a major part of this territory lies in the Central and Eastern Sudety mountain range and foothill areas.

Members

According to the by-laws of the Euroregion of the Czech-Moravian-Kłodzko Borderland – Euroregion Glacensis”, members of the Euroregion include Polish communities as  represented in the Association of Polish Communities of the Euroregion Glacensis as well as Czech cities and gminas which belong to the Association of cities and communities “Euroregion of the Czech-Moravian-Kłodzko borderland – Euroregion Glacensis”.

Legal and Institutional Foundations


The Euroregion is a voluntary alliance of the Association of Polish Communities of the Glacensis Euroregion and the association of cities and communities “Euroregion of the Czech-Moravian-Kłodzko Borderland – Euroregion Glacensis”, founded accorcing to the Agreement on the Establishment of the Czech-Polish Euroregion of the Czech-Moravian-Kłodzko Borderland. 


The Euroregion is not a legal entity, co-operation within it is focused on coordination of the largest projects according to the Euroregion’s intentions. Its authorities act based on the legislative standards of their respective countries.

The Euroregion functions in the territory of border districts in the Czech Republic and in Lower Silesia in Republic of Poland.


In order to performs the tasks of cross-border co-operation, a multi-level internal structure has been established in accordance with the by-laws of the Glacensis Euroregion. Its authorities are the foolowing.

· Council of the Euroregion,

· Auditing commission,

· Secretariat.

The primary goal defined in the by-laws of the association of cities and communities “Euroregion of the Czech-Moravian-Kłodzko Borderland – Euroregion Glacensis” on the Czech side is to coordinate economic, social and cultural development of the region by working out recommendations and propositions, and to co-operate with programmes implemented by appropriate authorities in the border region.

The goals of co-operation on the Polish side are defined in the by-laws of the Association if Polish Communities of the Euroregion Glacensis. One of the reasons for the latter’s establishment was to undertake comprehensive activities for the succes of the region, environmental purity, economic growth, development of tourism, culture and sports as well as continued improvement of the residents’ living standards.

The joint goals as defined in the Framework Agreement of December 1996 are rather task-based and the Euroregion’s activity has been targeted at the creation of conditions which would allow, e.g.:

· Citizens of the two countries to cross the state border freely,

· Good road and railway connections, reconstructions of old connections in the frontier,

· Expansion of joint Polish-Czech enterprises, establishment of the Polish-Czech Society for Economic Support,

· Teaching the neighbour’s language and regional education,

· Organisation of summer camps for the Polish and Czech youth,

· Foundation of a Polish-Czech College, e.g., “Collegium Glacensis”,

· Residens of the Euroregion to freely choose the hospital, or another medical service provider,

· Creation of new protected areas,

· Foundation of special economic zones and free-trade areas,

· Equalisation of economic potentials and reduction of uneployment,

· Open the Sudety Bike Route,

· Launch an electronic system for tourist information and hotel reservations,

· Open a chain of Offices for Information on Cross-Border Co-operation on both sides of the border,

· Joint regional planning and creation of maps of the Polish-Czech frontier.

The Euroregion supports also the interests of cities and gminas, efforts of associations, organisations and inividuals which serve the development of the region, as well as actions which accelerate the Czech Republic’s and Poland’s accession to the European Union and initiatives in support of cross-border co-operation.

The following principles are of special importance to the practice of cross-border co-operation:

· partnership, especially horizontal partnership, i.e. between partners on the two sides of the border – this type of partnership is based on equality of the sides, regardless of the size of the country in the psyhical, economic, or demographic sense. In order to develop this type of partnership, it is necessary to overcome a number of obstacles due to differences in administration, empowerment and financial sources.
· subsidiarity, understood very broadly as assistance from international, central and national institutions and organisations in achieving the objectives of cross-border co-operation pursued by regional and local communities, 
· solidarity of border areas, incorporated into the recent version of the European Border and  Cross-Border Regional Charter by Poland’s representative tu the Association of European Border Regions,
· equality in votes and efforts to achieve symmetry. This principle means that each side hes the same number of seats (votes) in each authority and enjoys the same rights in representing the interests of the Euro-region,
· succesion, i.e., changing places where various initiatives and meetings, etc. are carried out and organised.
Contact:

In Poland                                                            
 In the Czech Republic:

Secretariat of Euroregion Glacensis                       
Secretariat of Euroregion Glacensis                       Łukasiewicza 4a/2                                                  
Panska 1492

57-300 Kłodzko                                                    
51601 Rychnov n. Knezou

tel. +48/74/867 71 30  fax. +48/74/865 91 66      
tel, fax. 0042-049 453 10 54

e-mail: eg@euroregion-glacensis.ng.pl                      info@euro-glacensis.cz

www.euroregion-glacensis.ng.pl                               www.euro-glacensis.cz 

